Back to Jerusalem - Nehemiah 11

Introduction: Three Approaches to the Study:

(1) The Historical “Back to Jerusalem” Movement.
Neh. 11
(2) The Present “Back to Jerusalem” Movement and Vision. (PBJMV)
The Chinese Experience
(3) The Mission to “Go Forth from Jerusalem” Challenge.
The Korean Experience
The Historical Back to Jerusalem Movement

Compared with the Present Back to Jerusalem Movement and Vision

Intro: The Call to Return to Jerusalem and populate it.



Neh. 11
A. The Grounds:
1. The Background:

a. The Temple had been Completed.
Ezra 6:15

b. The Wall had been Constructed.
Neh. 6:15
2. The Besetting Problems.
Neh. 7:4


a. The City was large and great – cf. the harvest truly is plenteous
Cf. Mt. 9:37a
b. The Citizens were few – cf. but the labourers are few.
Cf. Mt. 9:37b

When the people returned from Babylon, they naturally went back to the lands 
and cities which had belonged to their forefathers.
c. The houses had not been rebuilt.
7:4, NIV

3. The Back to Jerusalem Movement.
Neh. 11:1

a. The Calling of Jerusalem – the holy city.
11:1, 18 Cf. Isa. 48:2; 52:1; Dan. 9:24; Joel 3:17

b. The Call to return to Jerusalem – bring…to dwell in Jerusalem.
Neh. 11:1 cf. Mt. 9:38

Cf. Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.
c. The Candidates to return to Jerusalem.
Chs. 7-10

i. Those in the Register who Returned from Babylon.
7:5, 73 cf. I Chr. 9:1ff
ii. Those of the Seed of Israel Separated from Strangers.
9:2

iii. Those who put their Seal to the Covenant to Separate themselves.
9:38:10:1, 28-39


The PBJMV: 

1. Who are they?
a. The Chinese house churches’ vision and movement to evangelise all Muslim, Buddhist and Hindu by sending 100,000 missionaries to countries along the Silk Road from China to the Mediterranean Sea.

b. The Concept of Back to Jerusalem – a geographical advance of the gospel throughout history to encircle the Globe with the Gospel to reach approximately 5, 2000 unreached people groups and tribes.
It is a vision and a movement of the Chinese house churches to evangelize all Muslim, Buddhist, and Hindu countries by sending a minimum of 100,000 missionaries along the Silk Road, an ancient trade route that winds from China to the Mediterranean Sea. The name unfortunately leads a lot of people to believe that it's about evangelizing Jerusalem or Israel. That's not the case at all. When the Chinese say "Back to Jerusalem," they're talking first of all about a geographical advance of the gospel throughout history. The gospel started in Jerusalem and then spread in a generally westward direction into North Africa and Europe. Throughout history it has continued to spread westward around the globe, with China as its farthest advance. With a Chinese mindset, they see that to fulfill the Great Commission is to encircle the whole globe with the gospel, until it goes back even to where it began. Their aim is not Jerusalem or Israel, but all the countries and unreached people groups between China and Jerusalem. Along the old Silk Road, which once brought trade from the Middle East to China, you find approximately 5,200 unreached people groups and tribes.

As related on their website, they pray about it daily, dream about it, and talk about it over breakfast, lunch and dinner. The BTJ vision is not some small, trivial matter to them, but the driving force of their lives and ministries. Many feel it is God's ultimate call and destiny for the Chinese Church, the very reason for its existence.

2. How did it start? In the late 20’s but petered out from the early '50s to the late '80s.
The vision goes back to the late 1920s, when a group called the Jesus Family had formed in China. They lived like the church in Acts 2, sharing all their possessions in a common pool, and preaching the gospel as they walked from one village to another. They faced tremendous opposition. Often the "scum" of society would believe in Christ, so it would be the cripples, the blind, and the beggars. Whole villages would come out and throw rocks and rotten fruit and vegetables at them.

It was that group, or a derivative of that group, that first believed that God was telling them to walk on foot all the way back to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel and establishing churches in every town and ethnic group on the way. But they never got to see their vision come to fruition. A small group of Chinese missionaries got right to the border. But then the vision died for a long time. It went into the ground from the early '50s to the late '80s.

3. When did it reemerge? Simon Zhao imprisoned for 40 years was freed in 1983 to rekindle the vision among this new generation. He died last year.
One of the great catalysts was a man named Simon Zhao. He was one of the leaders of the Back to Jerusalem movement in the late '40s and early '50s, and was arrested along with all the other leaders when the Communists took over that part of China. He was given a 40-year prison sentence. It's a very touching story. His wife was pregnant—they had only been married a short time. She was also arrested and suffered a miscarriage in prison. She died a few years later, and he never saw his wife again. Simon Zhao said that many nights in the prison labor camps he would face toward the west, toward Jerusalem, and he would say, "God, the vision that you've given us has perished, but I pray you'll raise up a new generation of Chinese believers to fulfill this vision."

Simon Zhao got out of prison in 1983 and had no money, no family. He didn't know any Christians anymore. People had forgotten that he existed. He began to live right outside the prison labor camp, just under a piece of canvas, because he had nowhere to go and no money and nothing to do. Once the believers heard about his story, they brought him back and had him share his vision. God used his ministry to raise up this new generation. He died last year.

4. What is now the Contribution of the Chinese Church in this missionary movement?

a. Their Vision and Passion: to impact the Islamic, Hindu and Buddhist worlds with their mission

b. Training for Persecution: Persecution at home is to purify their witness even for possible martyrdom abroad.

c. Theological Problem: Often to discern under persecution if it is Divine Will or the Devil’s hindrance?

I don't think many of us have thought about the Chinese church in a missionary capacity. How do you envision its contribution?

It's more than the quantity of missionaries—it's the quality. In my opinion, the kind of Christianity that God has instilled in Chinese believers allows them to impact the Islamic and Hindu and Buddhist worlds in a way that most other Christians cannot. 

I'm sure all your readers are aware of the persecution that has affected Chinese churches. There are hundreds of pastors in prison today. Yet they don't see it only as a satanic attack when they are tortured and put into prison. They see it as God's training ground, and God's furnace of affliction to purify them so they can be effective witnesses. The Chinese are in the position to send workers who have been though the furnace for so long that they're willing literally to die for the gospel. 

The Chinese believers are not misinformed. They fully understand that when they go to these Islamic nations and others, they're going to have to spill their own blood for the sake of the gospel.

Then the issue of persecution, or possible martyrdom, is really very much in the front of their thinking.

One house church leader, Brother Yun, believes that in the first decade of this movement, there may be 10,000 martyrs for Christ. Some of the training for the new workers includes subjects such as how to witness for the Lord under any circumstance, and that means even if you're handcuffed and being led to the execution ground. They're training people how to pick handcuffs, and how to jump out of two-story buildings without breaking an ankle in escape. That's an interesting theological point. On one hand, the Chinese believe that sometimes God sends them to prison so they can have a prison ministry. But other times they believe the Devil wants them in prison to stop the ministry, so they need to discern every time there is an arrest just what God's will is for them.

B. The Guidelines.
Neh. 11:1-3
1. The Rulers of the people set the example – the rulers of the people dwelt at Jerusalem
11:1

2. The Rest of the people were chosen by lot – a Divine Decision of a Call to Comply.

The casting of lots, small stones or pieces of wood, was viewed by the Jews 
as a pious way of determining God’s will.
a. A Tenth of the People to populate Jerusalem – bring one of ten to dwell in Jerusalem.
11:1

b. A Tithing of Property to Jehovah – the role of Levites.


See #D below. 

3. The Remnant of volunteers – they went with the blessing of the others.
11:2

4. The Rural city dwellers to remain to supply the needs of those who went – the people
11:2


The PBJMV: 

1. Why choose a goal of 100,000 missionaries? 
That number of 100,000 actually came when all of the top church leaders had a meeting, praying about what involvement God wanted from their particular groups. They felt that they should tithe the number of full-time workers that they already had. Out of all the groups, they had approximately 1 million full-time pastors and evangelists, and so this is how the number 100,000 began.

2. How many have gone out?
The vision is still in its infancy. The latest figures show that a little less than 1,500 cross-cultural missionaries have actually left China. But it's a little difficult to gauge, because many of them come and go. They'll go into neighboring countries for six months, and then they'll go back to China.

3. Do they have a supporting structure within the churches that send them out?
They do. Six or seven major house-church networks are fully behind this vision. There are millions of believers in each network. And so they are the ones focused on sending workers to fulfill this vision… they don't really have any structured plan how they are going to financially support these workers. They're not looking for handouts from the West, that's for sure. They're looking for the hand of the Lord. But they don't really plan and strategize financial matters like we do in the West. They just believe that if they're called by God to go somewhere then God will provide. And he does.

Many are going and getting jobs. They don't see that as a hindrance to ministry at all. In fact it's a great help for getting visas and permits to be in a country. The Chinese government is very set on an economic agenda of prosperity, so it's practically impossible to determine which of these people leaving China are Christian missionaries and which are going for business purposes.

C. The Groupings.
Neh. 11:4-24
1. The Organised Groups Living in Jerusalem.



a. From the tribes of Judah and Benjamin: 468 and 928.


11:4-6, 7-9

b. From the Priesthood: 1,192 priests and 284 Levites.


11:10-14, 15-18

c. From the Others – 172 gatekeepers.


11:19


Forming a total of 3,044 men in all


11:4b-1

2. The Occupants in Villages of Judah and Benjamin.


a. Those of Judah Settled in 17 towns as far south as Beersheba unto the Hinnom valley. 
11: 25-30, 27 

b. Those of Benjamin Stayed in 15 places north of Judah. 
11:31-35
c. The Nethinims Set up house on the hill of Ophel in the city that led north to the temple.
11:21 cf. 3:26

The PBJMV:  The Problems faced by the Movement:

1. Ethnic tensions between the Han Chinese and other groups. 

How does that play out in cross-cultural missions? – 


The Han Humility speaks very Highly vis-à-vis the Gospel.
That's perceived as one of the major obstacles in seeing this vision become a reality. (However) …if the Chinese (Han) believer is truly humble and broken, it can actually be a powerful witness for the Lord, because he comes from the so-called oppressor group, the Han. (There are) several testimonies of Han who have gone into Tibetan areas, and now there is a Tibetan house church. The Tibetans saw a love and meekness in these believers that they had never seen before from the Han ethnic group.

2. Are the churches aware of this issue as they train their missionaries?
A lot of them are learning as they go—by error, unfortunately. A lot of them are quite gung ho, sure they are going to have great success, and they find out that just doesn't happen. It's not quite as easy as they expected. Many of the evangelists and missionaries are then forced to examine what's going on and what needs to be done to have an effective ministry….Those working with Muslims, in particular, are really growing and learning. … the Chinese Christians believe generally that it's much more difficult to reach the Buddhist world than it is to reach the Muslim world.

3. Extraordinary events. Do the house-church leaders see miracles and signs as central to their witness?
They don't see miracles as essential to their work; they see them as a natural reaction to preaching the gospel. Even in the house churches, there are many different groups and beliefs. But generally speaking, the Chinese don't focus on miracles at all. They focus on proclaiming the gospel to the lost. And when they proclaim the gospel to the lost, they find the Lord backing up his word with miracles frequently.

They believe that miracles are not for inside the church but for those who lack faith out on the street. One brother is often challenged with the question, "Why don't we see miracles in the West like you do in China?" These days he's come to ask, "Are you really proclaiming the gospel for the lost humanity of the world?"

You really have to live with Chinese believers to see that reaching the lost is an overwhelming force in their ministry. Many evangelists in rural areas greet each other with the question, "How many people have you led to Christ today?"— not in the last six or twelve months, but today.

For more information, visit the website www.BacktoJerusalem.com.

Note: the above information on PBJMV which is boxed is sourced from Christianity Today. April 2004, Vol. 48, No. 4, Page 84

4. Exciting New Developments in this Movement.

a. Opportunities have opened up in eight different countries throughout the 10/40 window.
Although the vision overall has come along more slowly than some people expected, it has been advancing in God's timing.  Many inside China continue to receive training in preparation for service outside the country, thousands of house church believers are learning about the call to missionary service for the first time through the use of seminars, DVDs and videos, and in a short space of time opportunities for Chinese Christians have opened up in eight different countries throughout the 10/40 window….
Of particular interest at the moment, and something we ask prayer for, is the completion of a tremendous teaching series in Mandarin Chinese, which deals with every aspect of equipping believers for missionary service. This series, consisting of hundreds of hours of outstanding teaching, has been made with house church representatives inside China overseeing the entire process. Those close to the project are excited about the impact the teaching will make, as it is unlike anything else available up to this time. Please pray the project will be completed soon, and that it will greatly assist the Back to Jerusalem vision.

b. Opening of World’s Highest Railway to Tibet by China.
1-Jul-06
(AFP)
The first train on the world's highest railway arrived in Tibet early Sunday, linking the remote Himalayan region with the rest of China in a symbol of power that President Hu Jintao hailed as a "miracle." Hu Saturday launched the rail line at the mountain outpost of Golmud in China's far northwestern Qinghai province. He then cut a ceremonial red ribbon as the first train with about 900 passengers on board departed at 11:05 am for the 1,142-kilometer (708-mile) trip to the Tibetan capital of Lhasa. The train arrived at Lhasa Railway Station at 00:31 a.m. Sunday, the official Xinhua news agency reported. Another train departed Lhasa for Golmud moments after the first train departed Golmud amid carefully choreographed dancing at the station by Tibetan and Han Chinese in traditional costumes, with all the events broadcast on state-run television. The trains, with extra oxygen pumped into the Canadian-built cabins to prevent passengers from suffering altitude sickness, will traverse a mountain pass sitting 5,072 meters (16,737 feet) above sea level as they follow the Tibetan plateau. Tibet has been a major target for prayer and outreach among the Chinese house churches for many years. Although this new train line has been strongly criticized in the Western media as likely to destroy Tibetan culture, on the positive side it will greatly benefit the many evangelists working in Tibet, and increase the opportunities for more Tibetans to hear about Jesus for the first time. Pray God would save many Tibetans to himself in the near future, and that Tibet would soon have a strong indigenous Church

c. ReOpening of Historic Border Pass with India after 44 Years 
6-Jul-06  (AP)
Indian and Chinese officials reopened a famed Silk Road pass high in the Himalayas 44 years after it was shut by war, in a ceremony on Thursday marked by brass bands that sent festive notes swirling into mountain mists. The opening of the Nathu La pass was the latest in a string of measures India and China have taken in recent years to improve ties and end decades of mutual suspicion rooted in a 1962 border war. The 4,300 meter-high pass, once part of the famed Silk Road, lies between India's northeastern state of Sikkim and China's Tibet region. … The pass has been thoroughly modernized ahead of the opening with customs facilities, bank, internet cafe and ATM - the last two thought to be the highest in the world (Associated Press)

5. The Korean Experience or The Mission to “Go Forth from Jerusalem” Challenge.
Acts 1:8
a. Korean Assemblies Growth or The Mission to Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria.
[Sourced from the Korean Open Door …….. publication distributed at the Pacific Asia Brethren Conference, 2006]
	Distribution of Assemblies in Korea
	No. of New Assemblies
	Total No. of Assemblies 

	1970’s
	(23)
	42

	1980’s
	73
	115

	1990’s
	99
	214

	2000’s
	28
	242

	2006
	?
	239


b. Korean Missionaries Overseas or the Mission to the Uttermost parts of the Earth.
i. The Church now has missionaries in Thailand, Cambodia, Philippines, Nepal, Vietnam and Myanmar.

ii. It also has missionaries working among Koreans in Australia, New Zealand, USA, Germany, etc.

iii. Their missionaries also work among Foreign Migrant workers and students in Korea. They now have 140 believers from 8 different countries, viz. Mongolia (1), Iran (1), Russia (2), Nepal (1), Philippines (5), Indonesia (4), China (125) and Pakistan (1).
D. The Giving to the Levites


Neh. 11:18, 20 36
1. They were in the holy city of Jerusalem.
Neh. 11:18

2. They were in the rural cities of Judah and Benjamin.
Neh. 11:20, 36

3. They were responsible for the collection of tithes for Jehovah in (1) and (2) above.
Cf. 10:37-39

Let us go back to Jerusalem – Let us pay the Tithes of our Persons and Property. 
Neh. 11:1 cf. Mal. 3:8-10




